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Thank you for your interest in volunteering!  
Below are several opportunities to become engaged in our work while supporting the children and families in our communities!

Kindergarten Packets
Description: We utilize volunteers to assemble packets for children who will be starting Kindergarten each Fall. These packets will contain a children’s book about starting school, enrollment forms, required documentation, and other important information and resources for families.  We will be delivering these packets to all the licensed child care sites in Brunswick County along with distributing during outreach events.  We need volunteers to help collate and assemble.  Tentative Timeframe: January/February  

Little Free Library® Book-Sharing Boxes
Description: Through special grants and the help of community volunteers, we maintain 15 book-sharing boxes spread across the county. These book-sharing boxes are open seven days a week and are freely accessible to all - removing barriers to book access. We need help labeling children’s books and replenishing the supply in several of the Little Free Library locations. Tentative Timeframe: On-going. 

[bookmark: _Hlk84859061]Fundraising 
Description: In order for Smart Start of Brunswick County to leverage state dollars, we are required to match 19% of the money we are allocated each year. This can be challenging because we can’t use state dollars ….to pay staff…..to fundraise (although we can educate and promote Smart Start activities). It is tricky.  😉 If you have special fundraising talents, have a creative idea or two, and/or have a lot of energy – please consider helping.  Tentative Timeframe: Event specific.  

BLOCK Fest® 
Description: BLOCK Fest is a family interactive experience that uses five stations to introduce children and parents to the educational value of block play.  We would also like to plan additional events (such as STEM) that help educate the community about the importance of the first five years in a child’s life. When an event is planned, we could use volunteers to model appropriate play and scaffold learning at each station.  
Tentative Timeframe: Occasional.  

Play with Children! 
Description: Kaleidoscope Play & Learn, one of our Smart Start funded programs, provides weekly gatherings for parents and young children that offer activities to promote development through play and adult social support.  Staff are always looking for volunteers who may have special talents to share during the group (ex. art, storytelling, instruments) – or who are just willing to come play.  We offer 6 weekly play groups at 5 different churches throughout the county: Southport Presbyterian, Longwood Baptist, Goshen Baptist, St. John’s Missionary Baptist, and Sharon Methodist. Tentative Timeframe: On-going.

Week of the Young Child 
Description: Smart Start would like to host a special event or activity to celebrate the Week of the Young Child!  The Week of the Young Child® is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the world’s largest early childhood education association.  
Tentative Timeframe: April 
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